SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  BARBARIANS

the Franks, who remained in touch with the land of their origin,
were more numerous than the other barbarian peoples.

The Visigoths and Burgundians had become Christians before
entering Gaul, but they belonged to the Aryan .sect, which did
not accept the dogma of the Trinity; and this brought them into
conflict with the bishops of Gaul, all of whom wore orthodox.
The Franks, however, remained pagans,

5 T H E   KINGS   OF   THK   FRANKS

In 476 the barbarian chief in command of iho warriors settled
in Italy handed over the insignia of the emperor in Koine to the
emperor in Constantinople, so that in future there was no longer
an emperor of the West. The barbarian kings in Gaul hud already
ceased to obey the Imperial officials. Each of thorn had become
the head of an independent government, and the territory of
Gaul was split up among a number of masters.

Towards the end of the sixth century almost the whole of it
was reunited under a single authority. This was the personal
achievement of a Frankish chief, Clovis (Chloclovwh), of whom
we know little save from the oral traditions collected almost a
century later by Gregory, Bishop of Tours. Clovig wax the king
of a band of Frankish warriors settled near Tournai, where the
tornb of his father, Childeric, has been found* Though he had
remained a pagan, he had the support of the orthtxlox bishops,
who were hostile to the Aryan kings- He received Christian bap-
tism and was recognized as king by the Christian and Roman
populations of Gaul. He disposed of the remaining petty Frankish
kings by murder and united the whole territory occupied by the
Franks. He conquered the Germanic tribe of the Alamanni,
which was invading Gaul from the direction of the Rhine, threw
them back into Switzerland and Germany, and reduced them to
submission. He started the conquest of the land of the Burgim*
dians, which was completed by his sons. He made war upon the
Visigoths of the south, deprived them of all their possessions in
Gaul except Languedoc, and threw them back into Spain. He
ruled over almost the whole territory of Gaul and took up his
abode in Paris, which was henceforth the favourite residence of the
Frankish kings and began to play the part of a capital
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